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IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A diminishing returns bingo game resulting in a 
controllable disadvantage by an operator of the bingo game to a 
plurality of players, comprising in combination: a random numb e r 
g e n e rator for randomly g e n e rating a plurality of randomly generated 
bingo cards , each of the bingo cards comprising a plurality of bingo 
numbers wherein to p e rm i t each one of the plurality of players [[to]] 
pre-select at least one of said [[a]] plurality of p l ay e r randomly 
generated bingo cards and to p e rmit each one of the plurality of 
players [[to]] pre-select at least one of a plurality of player patterns 
comprising a guant'rtv of bingo numbers of for e ach on e of said at 
least one of a plurality of pre -sele ct e d play e r bingo cards pre- 
selected by each one of the plurality of players ; and said random 
number g e nerator for a plurality of randoml y generated gen e rat i ng 
evefy bingo numbers of the bingo game to match to wherein, as 
each of said plurality of pre-selected player patterns so th a t is 
matched to a guantity of said plurality of randomly generated bingo 
numbers, each of the plurality of players realize at least one of a 
plurality of diminishing awards as the quantity of said plurality of 
randomly generated bingo numbers dr a wn by th e random numb e r 
g e n e rator increases. 
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2. (Currently Amended) The diminishing returns bingo game resulting in 
a controllable disadvantage by an operator of the bingo game to a 
plurality of players according to Claim 1 wh e r ei n said controllab le 
disadvantag e compr i s e s further comprising at least one of a plurality 
of payout tables predetermined by the operator of the bingo game so 
that th e p l ural i ty of awards to the p l ural i ty of play e rs d i min i sh e s as 
th e quantity of random l y g e ner a ted b i ngo numb e rs i ncr e as e s dur i ng 
th e b i ngo gam e. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently Amended) A diminishing returns bingo game, comprising 
in combination: means for randomly generating a plurality of bingo 
cards , each of the bingo cards comprising a plurality of bingo 
numbers wherein to p e rm i t at least one player of the bingo game 
[[to]] pre-selects at least one player bingo card of said plurality of 
randomly generated bingo cards and to p e rm i t said at least one 
player [[to]] pre-selects at least one player pattern comprising a 
guantity of bingo numbers of fef said at least one p l ay e r bingo card 
pre-selected by said at least one player ; and means for randomly 
generating evefy a plurality of bingo numbers of the bingo game te 
match to wherein, as said at least one player pattern so that is 
matched to a guantity of said plurality of randomly generated bingo 
numbers said at least one player realizes at least one of a plurality of 
diminishing awards as the quantity of said plurality of randomly 
generated bingo numbers of the bingo game increases r e su l t i ng in a 
control l ab le disadvantag e pr e d e t e rmin e d by an op e rator of th e bingo 
gam e. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The diminishing returns bingo game according 
to Claim 4 wherein said means for randomly generating a plurality of 
bingo cards and said means for randomly generating evefy said 
plurality of bingo numbers of the bingo game comprises a random 
number generator of a gam i ng machine . 

6. (Currently Amended) The diminishing returns bingo game according 
to Claim 5 wh e r e in sa i d controllab le disadvantag e compr i s e s further 
comprising at least one of a plurality of payout tables predetermined 
by the operator of the bingo game so that th e plurality of awards to 
said at least one player receives a diminishing payout from at least 
one of said plurality of payout tables d i m i n i sh e s as the quantity of 
randomly generated bingo numbers of the bingo game drawn by th e 
random number g e n e rator increases during the bingo game. 

Claims 7-10 (Cancelled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The diminishing returns bingo game according 
to Claim 4 wherein each one of said plurality of randomly generated 
bingo cards comprises an array having a plurality of spaces 
selectively filled with each one of a plurality of numbers , th e op e rator 
of th e b i ngo gam e s ele ct i ng a pr e d e t e rmin e d p l ura l ity of winn i ng 
patt e rns for sa i d p l ura l ity of b i ngo cards and e v e ry on e of th e 
randomly g e n e rat e d b i ngo numb e rs of th e bingo gam e compar e d to 
ea ch on e of said p l ura l ity of numb e rs of said at le ast on e p l ayer 
b i ngo card so that sa i d p l ural i ty of pr e d e t e rm i n e d w i nning p a tt e rns of 
sa i d p l urality of bingo e v e ntua ll y match to said at l e ast on e p l ay e r 
patt e rn . 



AMENDMENT -7- 

PACE 14/21 * RCVD AT 2/6/2006 6:53:36 PM [Eastern Standard TtmeJ • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/36 * DN1S:2738300 » CSID: 17022436699 * DURATION (mm-ss):06-12 



02/06/2006 15:57 FAX 17022436699 



LAND ALE IP 



-» USPTO 



©013 




BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



Claims 12-17 (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently Amended) A method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game comprising the steps of: 

randomly generating a plurality of bingo cards , each of the bingo 
cards comprising a plurality of bingo numbers; 

to p e rm i t at le ast on e play e r of the b i ngo gam e to pre-selecting at 
least one player bingo card of said plurality of bingo cards by at least 
one player of the bingo game; 

and to p e rm i t said at le ast on e p l ay e r to pre-selecting at least one 
player pattern comprising a guantitv of bingo numbers of fef said at least 
one pre-selected player bingo card by said at least one player of the 
bingo game ; and 

randomly generating evepy a plurality of bingo numbers of the 
bingo game to match to said at least one player pattern r e sult i ng i n a 
control l ab le d i sadvantag e pr e d e t e rm i n e d by th e op e rator of th e bingo 
game so that said at least one player realizes a plurality of diminishing 
awards as the quantity of randomly generated bingo numbers of the 
bingo game increases. 

19. (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 18 further comprising the step of: 

providing a random number generator of a gaming machin e for to 
randomly g e n e rat i ng a generate said plurality of bingo cards and fef to 
randomly g e n e rating e v e ry generate said plurality of bingo numbers of 
the bingo game. 
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20. (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 18 further comprising the st e ps step 

of: 

providing a control l ab le disadvantag e compr i sing a plurality of 
payout tables predetermined by an the operator of the bingo game so 
that the p l ural i ty of awards to sa i d at l e ast on e play e r dimin i sh e s as the 
quant i ty of randomly g e n e rat e d b i ngo numb e rs of th e b i ngo gam e 
incr e ases during th e bingo gam ef-attd 

s ele ctiv e ly ass i gning by th e op e rator of th e bingo gam e a diff e r e nt 
payout table for e ach on e of th e p l urality of payout tab l es . 

21 . (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 18 further comprising the steps of: 

making at least one wager by said at least one player prior to 
playing the bingo game to obtain at least one player bingo card of said 
plurality of bingo cards; 

selectively electing by said at least one player at least one 
alternative player bingo card from said plurality of bingo cards to replace 
said at least one player bingo card if said at least one player is 
dissatisfied with said at least one player bingo card of said plurality of 
randomly generated bingo cards; afrd 

permitting said at least one player to select at least one player 
pattern of said at least one player bingo card of the bingo game x and 

permitting said at least one player to select at least one alternative 
player pattern of said at least one alternative player bingo card after 
making said at le ast on e wag e r if said at least one player is dissatisfied 
with said at least one player bingo card of said plurality of bingo cards. 
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22. (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 21 further comprising the steps of: 
making at least one additional wager by said at least one player; 
and fof 

selecting at least one additional player pattern of said at least one 
player bingo card by said at least one player pr i or to p l ay of th e bingo 
gam e and after making said at least one wager, said at least one 
additional wager independent of any other wager made for said at least 
one player pattern to permitting said at least one player to achieve more 
than one award in the bingo game. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 18 further comprising the steps of: 

providing each one of said plurality of bingo cards comprises an 
array having a plurality of spaces selectively filled with each one of a 
plurality of numbers; 

selecting a predetermined plurality of winning patterns by the 
operator of the bingo game for said plurality of bingo cards; 

comparing each e v e ry one of the randomly generated bingo 
numbers of the bingo game to each one of said quantity plura li ty of 
bingo numbers of said at least one player bingo card A so that said 
plurality of predetermined winning patterns of said plurality of bingo 
cards eventually matching to said at least one player pattern; and 

providing the plurality of awards to said at least one player of the 
bingo game is determined by the quantity of randomly generated bingo 
numbers of the bingo game required to match said at least one player 
pattern to said plurality of predetermined winning patterns for said 
plurality of bingo cards ; and 

g e nerating random bingo numb e rs of th e bingo gam e until sa i d at 
l east on e p l ayer patt e rn for said at le ast one p l ay e r b i ngo card 
corr e sponds to th e random l y g e ner a t e d numbers of a random numb e r 
g e n e rator so that said at le ast on e p l ay e r e v e ntua ll y achi e v e s a match to 
sa i d p l urality of pr e d e t e rm i n e d winning patt e rns of said plura l ity of b i ngo 
cards achi e ving a d i minish i ng award for sa i d at le ast on e p l ay e r patt e rn 
as th e quant i ty of randomly g e n e rat e d b i ngo numb e rs drawn by th e 
random numb e r g e n e rator i ncr e ases during th e b i ngo gam e. 
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24. (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 20 further comprising the step of: 
increasing prov i d i ng the quantity of randomly generated bingo 
numbers drawn by a random numb e r g e n e rator needed to match said at 
least one player pattern for to r e su l t in at least one an award to said at 
least one player from is incr e as e d i n the plurality of payout pay out 
tables pr e d e t e rmin e d by th e op e rator of the bingo gam e so that said at 
least one player achieves a higher hit frequency while maintaining a the 
controllable disadvantage predetermined by the operator of the bingo 
game. 



25. (Currently Amended) The method for offering a diminished returns 
bingo game according to Claim 18 further comprising the steps of: 
prov i d i ng said at le ast on e p l ayer ach ie v e s achieving a higher hit 
frequency for the plurality of awards by said at least one player when 
said at l e ast on e p l ay e r i ncr ea s e s the quantity of said at least one player 
pattern of said at l e ast one play e r bingo card of th e bingo gam e selected 
by said at least one player on at least one player bingo card is 
increased : and 

decreasing the rate of randomly generating bingo numbers as the 
quantity of randomly generated bingo numbers increases so as to cause 
greater suspense to said at least one player during the play of the bingo 
game. 



26. (New) The method for offering a diminished returns bingo game 
according to Claim 20 further comprising the step of: adjusting the 
quantity of awards of said plurality of diminishing awards of at least 
one payout table of the plurality payout tables based on a desired 
level of profitability. 
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27. (New) The diminishing returns bingo game according to Claim 4 
further comprising a plurality of predetermined winning patterns of 
said bingo game, said at least one player pattern eventually matching 
to at least one of said plurality of predetermined winning patterns. 
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